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Presidential Chit Chat 

Iôm trying to find a simple way describe the events of 
the past ten weeks and have decided that nothing 
about this time has been simple.  Disappointment, 
sadness, and change say it all and in no particular 
order I will do my best to share with you all that has 
happened during this chaotic time.  
 
On Sunday, October 16, 2022, I received the shock-
ing news of our Co-Vice President Arlene Hilmerôs 
sudden passing.  Her membership in chapters all 
across the country gave her a unique perspective 
and knowledge.  Arlene was always eager to assist 
and support White Mountain.  The decorative paint-
ing community has lost a great supporter and she 
will be deeply missed. Please keep Arleneôs family 
in your thoughts and prayers during this very sad 
and difficult time. 
 
SDPôs difficulties continue and the future of our par-
ent organization is in short, bleak.  I find that I am 
disappointed that the organization that birthed our 
Guild will be no more. Because of the ongoing un-
certainty, decisions for WMDPG have to be made 
regarding things like liability insurance, tax status 
and changes to our By Laws.  None of these chang-
es can be made until our Guild chooses to stay with 
or leave SDP.  By publication of this newsletter, you 
will have received an email from the WMDPG Exec-
utive Board asking you to vote on whether our Guild 
should separate from The Society of Decorative 
Painters.  Please know that this decision was not 
made lightly.  We talked with our members, other 
chapter members and had the opportunity at NET to 
hear from Linda Chaffee, SDP President.  She ad-
dressed our concerns, answered questions, and ad-
vised that all chapters to need change from being an 
affiliate of SDP to becoming a separate entity.  After 
gathering all available information, the Executive 
Board met on Monday, October 17, 2022, and after 
discussing all of the facts, a vote was taken that 
WMDPG Executive Board would recommend sever-

ing all ties with The Society of Decorative Painters.  
It was decided that an email be sent to all current 
members for their vote on this decision.  Voting re-
sults were not available at the time of newsletter 
publication but you will be notified by email of the 
results.  The November General Meeting will be im-
portant and a turning point to our Guild and I urge all 
of you to attend.   
 
On a happier note.  NET has come and gone and 
was a great success!  Larry Provencher White 
Mountainôs NECC representative said to me, ñIt was 
my favorite convention ever!ò.  High praise from 
someone that has been attending NET for years.  
Thank you to all of our members that volunteered.  It 
takes a huge number of people to pull off an opera-
tion like NET and I was proud of White Mountain for 
stepping up to support this great event. 
 
As Uncle Sam says, ñWe Need Youò.  Vice Presi-
dent and Treasurer positions need to be filled for 
2023.  Know that you will not be thrown into the 
deep end, there is always another officer there to 
lend a hand.  Please consider taking on one of these 
jobs.   
 
Change.  Most have an opinion on that word.  Love 
it or hate it, changes are coming to WMDPG.  Words 
to remember during this time of change are perse-
vere, endure, and the most important word of all is 
future.  White Mountain will continue on.  We will 
persevere and continue to be an organization that 
supports our decorative painting community.  I for 
one am looking forward to WMDPGôs next chapter.  
There is work to endure, but with our team leading 
the way our future is exceptionally bright!   
 
Wishing you all good painting days! 
Janice Fusco, President 
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The deadline for the next issue of 
Tole it to the Mountains is 

December 4, 2022 
The Newsletter is published 5 times a year:  
Feb, April, August, October and December 

Greetings from Jacque 

Fall greeting to you all! Our trees here in New Eng-
land are really showing off their colors right now! 
Quite a palette of red, yellow, orange and green! 
Every place in our beautiful country has its own fall 
beauty!  
 
NET was an awesome experience this year with 
many first time participants, some of whom traveled 
great distances. It was great to meet new painters 
and artists and always fun to reacquaint with 
friends.  
 
Coming sooné the November meeting will be held 
at Londonderry Senior Center. After the morning 
business meeting and our bagged lunches, Mary 
Frambach will be teaching a Rosemary West orna-
ment. An SDP free pattern, it is offered at no cost to 
us to enjoy.  Thank you, Mary, for offering to teach 
this to us. For those painting in person, we will have 
JoSonja paints here ready to complete the project. 
Bring your empty palette! Weôll be including a con-
version chart for those joining us on Zoom who will 
be using their own paints. It will be emailed along 
with the directions when you register. It will be a fun 
project and we hope to see you all in November! 
 
Keep watching for upcoming 2023 afternoon pro-
jects! Weôre looking forward to them! 
 
Warmly, 
Jacque Seastedt 
Vice President 
 

Save the Dates! 
2022(23) General Meeting Dates 

 

November 13, 2022 

January 8, 2023 

Looking towards January!  
 
Our January 9th meeting will be held as a zoom 
meeting only. Here in NH January often surpris-
es us with snow! It may be beautiful but it is of-
ten difficult to drive on the roads here. In the 
past we have found that we have needed to 
cancel our meeting for due to the weather.  
 
There is another exciting reason for choosing to 
zoom that day. Lynne Andrews will be teach-
ing a seasonal design for us!  It is a day we defi-
nitely don't want to miss! So put January 9th on 
your calendar!  We'll share more information 
when we have it  

More from Jacque 

November 13th Afternoon Program 
 
The adorable ornament shown below is a Rose-
mary West design offered by SDP free to chap-
ters.  Mary Frambach graciously offered to 
teach it for our afternoon program.  You will 
need to register but there will be no fee.  Upon 
registering, you will receive the pattern so that 
you will be able to prep your piece.  See regis-
tration information later in the newsletter. 
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January 4 Board Meeting  6-7:30PM   Zoom 

January 9 General Meeting   10AM    Zoom 

January 15    Seminar with Linda Sharp MDA   Zoom 

January 30   Newsletter Deadline 

Feburary 6    Seminar Cindy Makowski. ñNuts for Sammyò Scratchboard  12:00-4pm       Zoom 

March 1     Registration Opens for May Virtual Retreat 

March 3   Board Meeting  6pm    Zoom 

March 7 RAK Paint-in, Jeannine Lewis   6-8pm Zoom   

March 13   General Meeting 10AM     Zoom  

 Afternoon Class by Suzi Franklin, registration required - Zoom 

March 26 & 27  Seminar with Ronnie Bringle  12:00 - 4pm EST   Zoom 

April 9    Seminar with Beth Wagner    Zoom 

April 10   Newsletter Deadline 

May 3    Board Meeting  6-7:30PM   Zoom 

May 15    General Meeting  10AM  Afternoon Class by Janice Fusco, registration required Live? 

May 19-22   May Virtual Retreat "A Colorful Gathering of Friends"  

June 11  Seminar with Lydia Steeves    Zoom 

June 16 Memory Box Paint-in, Debbie Cushing  6-8pm Zoom 

June 18 Seminar with Paulette DiGesare  Zoom 

July 7 RAK Paint-in Lisbeth Stull   Zoom 

July 23    Seminar with Cynthia Erekson - In Person Only  

August 7  Newsletter Deadline 

August 13 RAR or Memory Box, Karen Brouwer 6-9pm Zoom 

August 20 Seminar - Ross Stallcup, Hydrangeas and Grapes, 12:00 PM - 5:00, Zoom 

August 30    Board Meeting  6-7:30PM   Zoom 

September 11  General Meeting, 10AM  Afternoon Class Dotty Pullo, registration required.  

September 21 Paint-in - Karen Hubbardôs design taught by Dotty Pullo, 5:00- ?pm, Via Zoom 

September 28  Board Meeting  6-7:30PM   Zoom 

October 9  Newsletter Deadline 

October 4-9  NET Convention, Marlboro, MA   

November 1  Board Meeting  6pm    Zoom 

November 12 Seminar - Debbie Cotton 11:00 - 5:30  via Zoom CANCELED  

November 13  General Meeting 10AM, Elections, Annual Raffle Drawing. Afternoon class Mary Frambach, 
registration required. 

December 4  Newsletter Deadline 

December 4th Free to Members - Sonja Richarson ornament 12:00pm - 4:00 via Zoom  

January 8, 2023   General Meeting  

2022 Calendar of Events... 
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Centerpieces    OPEN  

Annual Raffle   Leeanne Kelly 

Historian   Kris Lafayette  

Hospitality   Leeanne Kelly  

Luncheons   OPEN  

Memory Box Program  Marilyn Moses  &  

    Jacque Seastedt   

NECC Representative  Larry Provencher 

NET Rep   OPEN  

2022 Nominating Committee  OPEN   

Parliamentarian   Donna Frost  

Service Project/Charity    

Seminars//Workshops  Carolyn Swasey  

Social Media   Donna Frost 

    Carolyn Swasey 

Website   Sue Hodgkins  

Atta Girl/Boy   Kris Lafayette 

2022 WMDPG  Officers & Board of 
Directors 

2022 Presidential Appointments... 

 

President  Janice Fusco  

   

Vice President  Jacque Seastedt  

    

Newsletter Editor Sue Hodgkins  

    

Secretary  Sue Duffy        

 

Treasurer  Janice Tomlin   

 

Membership Sec Suzi Franklin   

 

Past Pres. Advisor Carolyn Swasey 

 

Board Members Larry Provencher   

         Shirley Cochis   

 

In Memoriam 

Arlene E. Hilmer, 68, of Fortville, IN, passed away on Sunday, October 16, 2022. 
She was born on December 21, 1953, in Detroit Lake, MN, to Donald and Esther 
(Tovson) Jasch. 
 
Arlene worked as an accountant for DFAS. She was an avid painter and be-
longed to Country Painting. She adored her family and her grandchildren.  
 
Arlene is survived by her husband of 52 years Ricky Hilmer. She is also survived 
by her children Shon (Kim) Hilmer of Fort Worth, Texas, and Tammy (Claude) 
Dodds or Fortville, IN; her grandchildren Michael, Karissa, Keely, Payton, and 
Tristan; great-grandchildren Leah, Evelyn, Alanna, Maverick, and Claire; and her 
brother Johnny Jasch. She is preceded in death by her parents; twin brother Ar-
nold ñArnieò Jasch; brother Harvey Jasch; and sister Lois Plasschart.  
 
Per Arleneôs request a cremation will take place. There are no public services at 
this time. Please leave condolences at www.sealsfuneralhome.com. 
 
 
Above is the obituary posted by her family.  We know Arlene as our Vice Presi-
dent and as a person who was always willing to help out and volunteer.  She 
seemed to have a permanent smile on her face in spite of her recent health con-
cerns.  Arlene died in a car accident after fighting so hard to to beat cancer.  She 
will be missed by WMDPG and all who knew her.  We keep her family and 
friends in our hearts. 
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WMDPG General Meetingé In Person and Zoom 
Date:   November 13, 22 In Person & Zoom 
 
Place: Londonderry Senior Center 
 535 Mammoth Rd, Londonderry NH 
 
Directions: See next page 
 
9:00-10:00 The Tables: Palette Potpourri, Chapter 

Chatter, Coffee, Tea and Ice Water 
(Compliments of the Chapter) Boards 
(upcoming events), Goodie Bag Raffle 

 
10:00-11:30 Business Meeting 
 
11:30-12:30 LunchðBrown Bag Lunch.  Dessert 

provided. 
 
12:00-3:00   Afternoon program: Rosemary West 

 design taught by Mary Frambach 
 

 

 

 

Things To Bring to the Meeting 

General Meeting Registration Form 

Name:  Phone:  

Guest:  Email:  

 

Please indicate the following: Pre-registered Guest 

Business  Meeting  via Zoom Yes / No Yes / No  

Afternoon Project  (Free - must register) Yes / No Yes / No 
 
 

Mail to:  Suzi Franklin 
  176 Atlantic Avenue 
  Wells, ME  04090  
 

Email:   
  mefpsp@yahoo.com  
  Tel. 207-646-3269 
 

Registration Deadline: Nov 7, 2022— pattern and instructions will be emailed. 

¶ A Friend or Guest 

¶ Something for the Palette Potpourri 

¶ Your painted name tag 

¶ Money for raffles & Fundraiser tickets 

¶ Brown Bag Raffle donations 

¶ Memory Boxes UNFINISHED/
FINISHED 

¶ Your regular painting supplies  

¶ See next page for specifics for after-
noon program supplies 

¶ Brown bag lunch  

 
 
 
Donôt forget to send in your Palette  

Potpourri pictures to lkell13@comcast.net 
or have them ready to show live at the 

meeting.  

mailto:duffys1076@comcast.net
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AFTERNOON PROGRAM -  

Directions to  
Londonderry Senior Center  

535 Mammoth Road, Londonderry NH 
 

From I93 take exit 5 (NH-28)(both from 
North and South).  Turn right on NH-28N.  
Continue straight to stay on NH-28 N 
(1.3 miles).  Turn left onto Mammoth 
Road. (.4 miles).  Destination will be on 
the left. 

Apple Walnut Cake 
 
The batter in this cake is Very stiff, almost like mixing pie crust.  No need to add extra liquid! 
 
1 cup of flour 
2 eggs 
1 cup of sugar 
1 teaspoon of vanilla 
2 teaspoons of baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon of salt 
2 cups of chopped apples (or peaches) 
3/4 cup of walnut pieces 
1 Tablespoon of pumpkin pie spice  
Butter for the baking pan 
Optional: Shredded Sweetened Coconut for texture if you like coconut 
 
Mix everything together and add apples last.  This is a very stiff batter!  You may need a strong wooden spoon to mix it! 
Pour or scrape into a heavily buttered 9 inch pan.  Bake at 375 degrees for 45 minutes or until done. 
 
This was my grandmother's recipe.  (Ellen Almira Wilkie Morgan) 
 
Suzie Franklin 

The afternoon project is a Rosemary West design being taught by Mary Frambach.  Since the de-
sign was one of the free patterns from SDP we are offering this class at no cost to participants.  For 
those painting in-person, we will be using JoSonja paints and are able to use the paints that were 
used in September.  There will be no palette fee for this reason.   
 
For those painting at home on Zoom, you will receive a paint list for JoSonja and a DecoArt list for 
those who need to convert to DecoArt. 
 
You will need your usual painting supplies and your own surface.  The pattern has two printed sizes- 
5.5 in. and 6.5ò in, but you can resize it to fit your piece. 
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At 10:00 a.m. on September 11, 2022 the White Mountain Decorative Paintersô Guild general meeting came 
to order.  It took place at the Londonderry Senior Center, also the site of all future events.  After the Pledge of 
Allegiance and a moment of silence to honor the victims of 911, President Janice Fusco welcomed 20 Zoom 
members and 19 in-person members, constituting a quorum. 
 
The Treasurerôs Report was distributed and discussed briefly.  We have a combined cash and CD balance of 
nearly $26,000.  We have incurred $7800 in expenses since January 2022.  It was noted by a member that 
our CD is earning nearly 0% interest.  As there were no corrections to the report, it was accepted by motion 
duly made and seconded.   
 
The Secretaryôs report had been published in the newsletter.  Shirley Cochis requested it be amended to list a 
new member, Maria Devan, Shirleyôs guest at our May meeting.  With apologies to Maria for the oversight, a 
motion was made and seconded to accepted the report as amended.  Suzi Franklin reported we have 131 
members for 2022 and 72 who have renewed for 2023.  We welcomed two other new members at the meet-
ing:  Chris Rice and Melissa Weiller. 
 
A member asked if anyone can attend our Board meetings.  The reply was, a member can petition the Board 
to attend but may not participate in executive sessions. 
 
Tricia Joiner asked about new member recruitment.  She has designed a ñNana and Meò program for grand-
children to paint alongside their adult relative.  This is one way to foster a lifetime interest in painting.  She 
showed us some lovely items painted by her 13-year-old granddaughter. Tricia hopes we will support this pro-
gram.  Stop and visit her at NET ï if you have a mat for a photo, she will hand paint it for you.  
 
Jacque Seastedt announced future painting sessions.  Mary Frambach will teach SDPôs free project in No-
vember, a Rosemary West design.  Wendy Warner has offered to monitor Zoom.  On November 12 there will 
be a  Debbie Cotton design, ñSnow Tracks.ò  Dotty Pullo, CDA will present our next RAK class on September 
21, a luminous dragonfly design. We need a Vice President, or two co-VP’s, for 2023, who will recruit 
teachers and schedule paint-ins.  Seminars will be coordinated by Carolyn Swasey 
 
Sue Hodgkins reminded us of the newsletter deadline, October 9.  She says, please send her anything of in-
terest ï recipes, hints and hacks, what-have-you, for publication.  One person noted Board membersô phone 
numbers arenôt in the newsletter any longer.  This change was made to protect our privacy.  A work-around is 
for this problem is in the works.  On the website, directions to the Senior Center will be added. 
 
Each person at the live meeting received a delightful gingerbread holiday ornament hand-painted by our late 
member, Jen Bognore.  It had been her wish to present these to White Mountain members.  We also enjoyed 
beautiful table centerpieces courtesy of Kris Lafayette ï a hand painted wine glass/tealight  candlestand with 
a unique pendant necklace tucked inside.  Raffle prizes were displayed. Lee Ann Kelley commented on how 
well the tickets sold recently. No doubt because the prizes are amazing! At the November meeting the grand 
prize drawing will be held, Janice Tomlinôs holiday apron and ornaments.  Kathy Tanguay won the prize for 
her contribution to Palette Potpourri. Lee Ann said would prefer using gift cards or painting patterns next year 
for incentive prizes ï so much easier and less expensive to mail. 
 
Larry Provencher has been struggling to fill volunteer time slots at NET.  He spoke about how well reimbursed 
our chapter is for the volunteer hours and strongly suggested that each one of us attending NET should con-
tribute some volunteer time.  Happily, by the end of the meeting, the slots were filled. 
 
The most important issue of the day was introduced by President Janice Fusco, recently returned from SDPôs 
Las Vegas 50th celebration and Annual Meeting.  (Carolyn Swasey had attended also but couldnôt be at our 
meeting.) In short, due to dwindling membership and mismanagement, SDP is teetering on the brink of finan-
cial disaster.  SDP wanted to keep annual dues at $60 and publish The Decorative Painter magazine virtually.  
Carolyn  Swasey moved that dues be lowered to $50 with the magazine published virtually.  Her motion car-
ried.  SPDôs officers contended that if a print issue of the August magazine had been published and mailed 
(this costs over $100 per member), they would have been out of business.  There has been dissatisfaction 

WMDPG General Meeting Minutes - Sunday, September 11, 2022 
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among members with the lack of detail and transparency in SDPôs recent financial reports.  Among other 
things, the Society wrongly combined two separate entities into one report (SDP and the Foundation).    
 
The change in dues impacts the 50/50 split of SDP dues we offered our members.  The Board has decided to 
hold the monies collected until after SDP has held a virtual meeting open to all members of SDP, currently 
scheduled for Tuesday, September 20 on Facebook.  Hopefully we will have a better idea of SDPôs outlook 
afterwards.  You must be a member of An Artful Connection (Facebook) to attend this meeting. Please join 
that free group if you wish to exert your membership rights and have a voice in SDPôs future plans. 
 
All  his uncertainty led to many questions from members. What becomes of our treasury if SDP collapses?  
What are the rules regarding chapters that disband ï are they obligated to turn over their money to the nation-
al organization?  Can a new chapter be formed and those monies transferred to it?  A quick check of the rules 
revealed that chapters which disband or dissociate from the ñmother shipò are not required to turn over their 
funds to it but may transfer their monies to another newly formed non-profit group.  A Zoom participant who is 
part of SDPôs management cautioned us not to make rash decisions about these issues, but to be patient and 
wait to hear SDPôs long-range plans. 
 
Tricia Joiner described a phone conversation she had with Priscilla Hauser, one of SDPôs founders and long-
time advocate for the Societyôs mission.  Priscilla stated that SDP is not going away and cannot appropriate 
our treasury funds.  She also suggested we defer any decisions for the meantime.   
 
WMDPG has scheduled a general business meeting of all members on September 28 at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom. 
 
Jacque Seastedt and Marilyn Moses updated members on the memory box program.  They are ordering 
more boxes for us.  Several completed boxes were displayed at the meeting.  The RAK dragonfly design to 
be taught by Dotty Pullo, CDA on September 21 is suitable for memory boxes.  Jacque reminded us we need 
someone to volunteer to bring centerpieces for the November 13 meeting as well as a centerpiece co-
ordinator for 2023.  We also need an apprentice Treasurer. 
 
Wendy Warner has offered to coordinate a holiday ornament exchange. Email her at wwarner97@yahoo.com 
if youôd like to participate. 
 
Many, many free painting books and magazines were offered during the meeting.  These were ñde-stashò 
items gifted to White Mountain by Jeni Bognoreôs estate and Patricia Newcomb.  Our thanks to them, as well 
as to Suzi Franklin and Dotty Pullo for traveling, gathering and storing the items.  Since we also had a brown 
bag raffle, nobody left the meeting empty handed! 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:55.  It was followed by a workshop taught by Dotty Pullo, CDA featuring a Rose-
mary West painted tray.  

Respectfully submitted. 
Susanna Duffy, Secretary 

WMDPG General Meeting Minutes - Sunday, September 11, 2022 (cont.) 

2023 Officer Nominations 

President - Jacque Seastedt 
Vice President - OPEN 
Treasurer - OPEN 
Secretary - Sue Duffy 
Membership Secretary - Suzi Franklin 
Newsletter - Sue Hodgkins 
Past President - Janice Fusco 
Board Member at Large - Larry Provencher 
Board Member at Large - Shirley Cochis 
Board Member at Large - Mary Frambach 
Board Member at Large - Leeanne Kelly 

Please, Please, Please!!  Consider 
running for one of the offices that we 
have no one for.  We need you!!! 

mailto:wwarner97@yahoo.com
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SDP News 
 As you all know by now, The Society of Decorative Painters, as we know it, will be going 
away and many of the good things about SDP will be folded into the Foundation.  The Certification 
program will continue under the Foundation as will the classes that SDP now offers.  The Foundation 
is set up as a educational non-profit so I hope that the Foundation will become stronger in education-
al resources as time progresses. 
 
 The museum pieces that the Foundation has been holding are being sold at auction, as I write 
this.  Many of the pieces were given back to the artist or families of the artist but what is left is being 
sold.  The proceeds will be used to defray the high cost of storing the art work in a climate controlled 
environment.  Now is the time to bid on some treasures from your favorite artist. 
 
  What does this mean for WMDPG?  The board is working on reorganizing so that we will no 
longer be a chapter of SDP.  We will be getting our own insurance policy and legally changing our 
name to what we all call ourselves now...White Mountain Decorative Painters Guild.  At the moment 
we have ñChapter of SDPò after it.  That is what will go away.  You should not notice any changes in 
the way we operate except that you will no longer have to be a member of SDP to be a member of 
WMDPG, so if you know of anyone who dropped out of our group because of the cost of SDP, 
please tell them to come back! 
 
Watch for more news from SDP as the year progresses.  We only know what they are telling us in 
the emails they have been sending, so you will find out, as we do.   
 
 Meanwhile, keep painting and enjoying the friends you have made through this tremendous 
painting community!  We are stronger together. 



 

Tole It To The Mountains Volume 39 Issue 2 10 

We have openings for the following: 

¶ Treasurer for next year. 

¶ Vice President 

¶ Presidential Appointments 

WMDPG Appreciation Painting Event 

We are happy to announce a special painting event free for our members.  Sonja Richardson 
will be teaching the ornament below on Sunday, December 4th, 2022 via Zoom.  There is a  
limit of 100 so please let Carolyn Swasey know as soon as possible in order to reserve your 
seat. 

Carolyn will host and record the program and handle manual registrations.   Members should 
register by emailing Carolyn at wmdpgcarolyn@outlook.com.  The pattern packet and Zoom 
invite will be emailed as the painter’s register.   
 
The piece below is a 6.5 ornament but feel free to paint it on anything from your stash.   
 
Thanks Carolyn for arranging this adorable project for us to paint. 

mailto:wmdpgcarolyn@outlook.com
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October: Shirley Watson (1); Rhonda Payne 

McKanna (3), Sherrill Martens (8), Marcia Far-

thing (8); Carolyn Voyles (9), Janice Tomlin (10), 

Stacie Hall (13), Gail Barton (23); Paula Atkin-

son (24); Carol MacLean (28), Garnett Joy (29) 

 

November: Sheila Smith (3); Betty Vitale (9); 

Judith Meirow (10); Debbie Mathews (12); The-

resa Silva (13); Stephanie Pooler (20); Barbara 

Butler (21); ); Sally King Shanahan (29) 

 

December: Fran Gelinas (5); Carol Bell (6); 

Bobbie Redington (8); Marie Veloz (11); Linda 

Conners (14); Deborah Ferrell (18); Jeanne Sut-

ton (18); Carolyn Culwell (19); Wendy Goldberg 

(26); Kathy Tanguay (21); Heidi Allison (31) 

 

If your birthday is not listed please contact  

Leeanne Kelly at lkell13@comcast.net  

Memory Box Program 

The memory box program continues to be a 
very important volunteer service for our guild. 
We deliver painted boxes to birth centers in NH 
hospitals, which are used for patients to save 
mementos of a baby who died at or shortly after 
birth.  The sizes of the boxes can be from 5" to 
9", as patients choose a size according to the 
items they will save.  The box shapes can be 
round, square, oval or heart. For those attend-
ing a meeting in person  we will have boxes 
available.  Please paint and seal the inside of 
the box. Some line the box with fabric and apply 
a layer of felt or other protection on the bottom, 
but that is not necessary. We received 4 boxes 
at the September meeting from talented mem-
bers.  Thank you very much for your continued 
support.  

Thank you!  

Jacque Seastedt and Marilyn Moses 

A Hint for Transferring Patterns 
 

ϝ Photocopy a sheet of graph paper onto the vel-
lum or tracing paper you plan to use ï or create 
graph paper on your computer using the 
ñTablesò function.    

ϝ Print or trace your resized pattern directly onto 
the transparent graph paper.  

ϝ With a ruler, divide your painting surface into 
measured sections with light chalk pencil marks 

ϝ Place your copied pattern on the surface, align-
ing the graph marks with your chalk marks 

ϝ This helps to align your design correctly.  Itôs 
particularly useful if lettering is incorporated into 
your pattern. 
 

Sue Duffy 
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THE BROWN BAG RAFFLE IS BACK!! 
Gather your unwanted treasures and bring them to our White Mountain Guild meetings to raffle off!  
You may place them in boxes, brown or plastic shopping bags, whatever works for you…will work 
for the Guild.  What a great way to evaluate your supplies and earn money for our guild.  Treasures 
may include surfaces, books, patterns, painted items, paint… 
  

General Meeting Raffle Rules 
¶ Raffle is held at general meetings 
¶ Members will bring bagged or boxed items to be raffled in new or like new condition 
¶ Painting supplies, surfaces, paint, mediums, books, magazines, useful items 
¶ Painted items 
¶ Tickets will be sold at the general meeting 
¶ Drawing for these items will be at the same general meeting 
¶ All proceeds go to White Mountain Decorative Painters’ Guild 

Odds & Ends 

Davidôs House has long been a favorite charity that WMDPG has contributed to.  Each year we give 
a monetary contribution but in the past we have also decorated ornaments for their Christmas tree 
and sent them handpainted Easter Eggs.  We also collect donations at our meetings which we then 
take to the facility.  A list of possible donations is posted below. Now that we are able to meet in per-
son we will begin collecting items for Davidôs House.  Gift cards are MOST welcome since we never 
know what they may need at any given time.  

 
Gift Cards suggestions: 
Lebanon Co-Op; Wal-Mart; BJ's; Shaw's Supermarket; Best Buy; Home Depot; K-Mart; Hannaford's 
Supermarket; Irving Gas 

Homemade Craft Texture Medium 

1/4 cup (2 oz.) white gesso 

2 Tablespoons of white craft glue (i.e. Elmer's) 

1/2 cup baking soda (adjust amount to create a stiff paste) 

Combine gesso and glue.  Gradually add in baking soda and mix thoroughly until thick and smooth.  Store paste in an 
air-tight jar.  Replace jar lid when not in use.  Clean up tools promptly with soap and water. 
 
Laure Paillex Art and Design  
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Thank-you From David’s House 
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Since Donna Frost shared her trip to Fraysinnet in France, I was coerced into sharing my recent trip to Italy!  If 
you have ever thought you might like to do a travel class - do it. 
 
My trip had been cancelled twice due to COVID, though we had the option of backing out of the class, the air-
line did not give us an option – only re-booking 
 
I’m still on a little bit of a “high” since my return a week ago.  It was a truly wonderful experience - once I got 
over the doubts I had in my mind of someone my age traveling alone to a foreign country to paint and tour. 
 
I think there were 11 painters in our group as well.  After a rocky start for me getting to Florence, things went 
well.  We rendezvoused at the Florence train station, and didn’t have to lift a bag again! We were bused out of 
the city and the scenery got more beautiful by the mile.  Arriving in Borge San Fidele, the gates opened and 
we were greeted by the Strubs with cold juice & water and our bags magically went to our rooms.  I opted for 
a single room, and do not regret it.   
 
We had a dedicated classroom, where we left all our supplies and other ‘stuff' and in this space we were 
watched over by a restored 12th century fresco with a religious theme.  San Fidele was a monastery and had 
continually operated as such from 900 to 1972.  I found it to be one of the most spiritual spaces I have ever 
been in.  Though we were assured it had been de-consecrated automatically with the sale to private individu-
als.   
 
We had a painting class every day.  If we painted in the morning, we toured in the afternoon.  Or some days 
we toured in the morning and painted in the afternoon.  Carol and Fran shared teaching time.  Fran the more 
project driven teacher with a pattern packet – much like most us decorative painters are used to.  And, Carol 
more of a techniques painter, encouraging us to do smaller work in a journal.  I truly enjoyed both.  My journal 
was not like the others because a friend had gifted me a gorgeous leather-bound journal. So I wrote, and then 
painted on wc paper and cut and pasted it into my little book – which is stuffed. 
 
Fran’s light box was a fabulous little thing, as Donna had pointed out. 
Very thin, rechargeable and available on Amazon for under $40.   
Carol’s tip was to use old lawn signs – cut to size and hinged with duct tape. 
It gives you a waterproof backing to paint on and then a mini portfolio to carry your paper in.   
As Donna, one of my favorite projects was to chop a photo and incorporate painting with the photo.  They re-
ally look great.   
 
The cost:  A bit daunting when you see $3,875  - or whatever.  BUT, when you do a breakdown of transporta-
tion, daily sight seeing, classes, accommodation, and 2 meals a day- it was a deal.   
 
We had a gigantic breakfast every day.  To be honest it would hold you until dinner.  Added bonus was one of 
our travelers, Debbie Stevens, was a yoga instructor, so every morning she led a mild yoga class on a terrace 
overlooking the olive groves.  I only made 3 of the days, but it was appreciated.  The dinner bell rang at 7:30 
and most evenings it was al fresco and lasted until 10:30.  All 7 courses with gallons of wine from the vine-
yard next door.   
 
Our long table of painters who came together as strangers, left as friends. 
 
Anne Wifholm 

Watercolor Painting in Tuscany 
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2022 Annual Raffle 

Rosemary West design 
painted by 

Dotty Pullo, CDA 

"Pansies" Original  

Watercolor 

By Dotty Pullo, CDA 
6 x 6 

"To Everything There is a  

Season" design by  

Lynne Andrews 
painted by Leeanne Kelly 

Prudy Vannier design 
Elf Ornaments 

painted by Janice Tomlin 

Prudy Vannier design 
on Apron 
painted by 

Janice Tomlin 



Mail raffle tickets and check, made out to WMDPG, to:  Leeanne Kelly, 55 Tampa St. Nashua, NH 03064.  
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2023 Membership Application ñ White Mountain Decorative Painters' Guild 

You must be a current member of the SDP to be a member of WMDPG. 
 

Name:________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Last    First        Year Joined 
Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City_________________________  State______ 9 Digit Zip Code __________________ Check box if this is a new address:  Ǐ 
Phone (        ) __________________________  E-Mail Address _________________________________________ 
New Member  $15.00 Ǐ   Renewal  $15.00 Ǐ 
 
Ǐ Newsletter Hardcopy add $10/year (optional) 
Ǐ  I do not have a computer! Mail for Free!  
Ǐ Do not list email / phone to Membership 
 
Let Us Wish You Happy Birthday: MM ______ DD ______ 
 
Shop Owner Ǐ  Teacher  Ǐ  Student Ǐ 
 
Would you be a teacher at a meeting or a workshop? Yes___ No___ 
 Medium Taught__________________ 
Would you be willing to be contacted for rides?     Yes___ No___ 
 
Today's Date: _________________________ 
Referred By:   ______________________  
 
Questions?  Call Suzi Franklin 207-646-3269 or email at:  

mefpsp@yahoo.com  

Please send form and payment  
(check made payable to WMDPG), to:  

 

Suzi Franklin 
176 Atlantic Avenue 

Wells, ME  04090 
 

Email:  mefpsp@yahoo.com  

L ƎƛǾŜ Ƴȅ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ²a5tD ǘƻ Ǉƻǎǘ 
Ƴȅ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΣ tǳōƭƛπ
ŎŀǝƻƴǎΣ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ²a5tDbIΦƻǊƎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
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Keep in Touch 
 We use an email service to email the newsletter to members but to access the newsletter you 
have to click on a link in the email.  Because we are selling things like raffle tickets and seminars, we 
have to use a service that provides an “opt out” (unsubscribe) that a member can use that will take place 
right away so we are not guilty of spamming. The email service also works with email providers to 
guarantee we aren’t spamming and so our newsletter emails do not end up in your junk file. 
 To click on the link or any link, move your mouse to that word or sentence and do a left click.  If 
you aren’t using a mouse but a cell phone, tablet, or iPad, tap on the word or sentence with your finger. 
 If you lose a newsletter you can find the current and past newsletters posted on our website 
www.wmdpgnh.org .  The newsletter is posted on the website soon after it is emailed. 

Join our Facebook Page! 
 We also announce on our Facebook page when the newsletter has been emailed.  Printed news-
letters go to the post office within a day or two of the email.   
 Our Facebook page is also a good way to see reminders and sometimes some tips that are shared 
from other websites.   
 You should also join SDP’s Facebook pages which are private groups for SDP members only.  
See what other chapters are doing on SDP: Chapter Gatherings 
 See what is happening with SDP, zoom seminars, convention, and news from other artists. 
Watching the Certification announcements was great fun. It is a place to share news, ideas, projects, or 
anything relevant to our painting community. It is also a group where you can ask questions about 
painting techniques or our Society, and where chapters can share about their successes and challenges.  
SDP: An Artful Connection 


